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PROPOSED LAKELANDS PRIMARY SCHOOL  

SECTION 10 CONSULTATION REPORT 

1. Background 
Chelmsford Learning Partnership (CLP) has been agreed ‘in principle’ by the Department for Education (DfE) 
as the sponsor of the new Lakelands Primary School in Colchester.  

The school has been commissioned by Essex County Council, who ran a competition as required under the 
Free School Presumption guidance published by the DfE in May 2018. Following that competition, Essex 
County Council recommended to the Secretary of State that CLP be approved as sponsor. 

The Academies Act 2010 requires the proposer of a free school to carry out a formal consultation on this 
proposal, as set out below. 

10.1 Before entering into Academy arrangements with the Secretary of State in relation to an 
additional school, a person must consult such persons as the person thinks appropriate.  

10.2  The consultation must be on the question of whether the arrangements should be entered into.  

10.3  “Additional school” has the same meaning as in section 9.  

This report describes the consultation programme undertaken by the CLP and the outcome of that 
consultation. 

2. Purpose of Consultation  
The purpose of consultation was, in accordance of the Academies Act 2010, for CLP to present the proposal 
for it to open and run Lakelands School, specifically asking the question of whether the Secretary of State 
should enter into academy arrangements (defined as the funding agreement). 

3. Consultation Process 

The academy consultation ran from Monday, September 23rd until Wednesday, January 15th a period of 
sixteen (16) academic weeks.  

A summary of the consultation plan identifying the different stakeholders, how those stakeholders were 
consulted and what information was provided, is below and overleaf. 

Stakeholder Approach 

 

Information 

Prospective 
parents/carers  

• Four parent/carer briefing meetings organised for 1.30pm and 
7.00pm on both Wednesday, November 13th and Thursday, 
December 12th. 

• Promoted via CLP website, Facebook, CLP Email with letter 
from the CHET  

•  Log of email address provided by consenting parents/carers 
 

• School information 
folder (appendix C) 

• Admissions 
application form  

• Section 10 survey 
form 

• Website 

Headteachers of 
other local 
primary schools  

 

 

 

 

  

• Introductory email sent on August 28th to Headteachers of five 
primary schools in close proximity to proposed site: Stanway, 
Stanway Fiveways, Home Farm, Lexden and Gosford. 

• Face-to-face meetings held with Headteachers: Stanway 
Fiveways (Sept 12th), Home Farm (Sept 17th), Stanway (Sept 
19th), Lexden (Oct 10th)  

• Further email sent on Oct 10th advising dates of parent 
meetings and inviting Headteachers to attend 

 

• Email 
• Information provided 

at 1-to-1 meetings 
• Website 
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Headteacher of 
local secondary 
school 

• Introductory email sent on August 28th to Jonathan Bland, 
Headteacher of The Stanway School 

• Face-to-face meeting held on Sept 26th  

• Email 
• Information 

provided at 1-to-1 
meetings 

• Website 
Local Borough 
Councillors 

• Introductory email sent on Sept 10th to Colchester Borough 
Councillors for the area 

• Face-to-face meeting with Councillor Lesley Scott Boutell of the 
Stanway Ward 

• Email 
• Information provided 

at 1-to-1 meeting 
• Website 

Community 
groups 

• Introductory email sent on Sept 20th to Rev Tony Bushell, 
member of the collective of Stanway churches and faith groups 

• Face to-face meeting with Rev Tony Bushell on Oct 28th  

• Letter 
• Briefing document 
• Website 

Nurseries and 
pre-schools  

• 1,ooo+ leaflets distributed to every identified nursery and pre-
school on South and West  Colchester and surrounding areas. 

• Information leaflet 
(appendix B) 

• Website 
 

A Lakelands Primary School website was created and can be found at https://www.lakelandsprimary.com. 

The admissions policy was published at https://www.lakelandsprimary.com/956/admissions-policy 

Information was also provided within the Chelmsford Learning Partnership website 
http://www.clptrust.com/594/lakelands-primary-school.  

Within the CLP website there is also key information about the trust  http://www.clptrust.com/339/key-
information. 

A Twitter account was also used @lakelandsprima1 

4. Consultation meetings and visits 
4.1 Parent/carer briefing meetings 
The meetings were attended by a total of 90 parents and carers across the meetings.  

Parents were given a short presentation by the CLP CEO Mr Paul Banks, Executive Headteacher, Mr Ross 
Taggart and, at the December meeting only, the Headteacher designate Mrs Koulla Anslow. This was 
followed by a question and answer session 

The questions asked by parents/carers fell into four broad categories 

1. Contingency plans should the school not be ready to open 
2. Pre-school and after school provision to support working parents 
3. Management of year groups and phases during the early year 
4. School organisation including term dates, school hours and uniform 

The CLP team were able to reassure parents and carers that the school would open in September 2020 
with appropriate facilities for Reception classes and that any delays would be managed by prioritising the 
completion of the Early Years spaces of the school over others. They also explained that there would wrap-
around provision so that children could be looked after between 8.00am and 6.00pm and that mixed year 
groups would be used carefully and appropriately in the best interests of each child. They further explained 
that term dates would be aligned as much as possible with local schools and the school hours would be 
finalised by the new Headteacher. 

4.2 Headteacher meetings 
The meetings with local primary school Headteachers were positive and constructive. All were pleased to 
be kept informed and that Lakelands Primary wanted to work in partnership with the local family of schools. 
It was noted that Essex County Council, in addition to commissioning Lakelands Primary School had also 
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taken steps in increase capacity in some local primary schools in response to current and planned housing 
developments. 

The Headteacher of The Stanway School confirmed that Lakelands Primary school catchment would be 
included in the secondary school’s Priority Admissions Area for entry to Year 7, noting this would take effect 
from September 2026 for entry in September 2027. 

4.3 Councillor and Community meetings 
Both the meetings with Councillor Lesley Scott Boutell and Rev Tony Bushell were also positive, with both 
pleased to be kept informed and willing to share information with their citizens and stakeholders. 

4.4 SEN meeting 
Following contact by a parent of a child with a medical condition, there was dialogue with the parent and 
Nicola Welham, Specialist Teacher for Physical and Neurological Impairment within the Physical and 
Sensory Specialist Teaching Service for Essex County Council. The parent was impressed with the 
commitment to support their child and is planning to name the school in their care plan. Arrangements will 
be made including staff training to ensure appropriate provision from September 2020. 

5. Consultation responses and feedback 
As set out above the feedback from Headteachers and representatives of the local community has been 
positive and supportive. 

Parents attending the briefing meetings were asked to complete a survey form, which included the specific 
question  
"Should the Chelmsford Learning Partnership enter into a Funding Agreement with the Secretary of State to 
open Lakelands Primary School?" 

A total of 31 forms were completed. Of these 29 responded YES to the above question, with one (1) DON’T 
KNOW and one with a blank response (see appendix A). 

It should be noted that there was parent feedback that the question asked regarding funding agreement, as 
required by the Academies Act 2010, was regarded as difficult to understand. It was felt that the relevant 
question was whether the school should open with CLP as the sponsor. 

6. Consultation summary and conclusion 
CLP has consulted widely and robustly on the proposal to open Lakelands Primary school and for it to be the 
sponsor. This consultation was aligned to the campaign to generate applications for admission to Reception 
in September 2020. 
 
There have been no written or verbal objections to the proposal and those parents that attended the 
meetings and completed the survey form were in support of the proposal for CLP to open the school. 
 
 
 
Prepared by  
Philip Cranwell 
Project manager & advisor 
January 2020 
 
 
 
APPENDICES 

A. Parent Survey data 
B. Information leaflet 
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C. Information pack 
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APPENDIX A: SURVEY DATA 

 
 
  

Respondent Type Q1 Response Q2 
Response

Q3 Response

Respondent Type Q1 "What  is the most important thing for 
you about the opening of Lakelands 

Primary School?"

Q2 "Should the Chelmsford 
Learning Partnership enter into 
a Funding Agreement with the 

Secretary of State to open 
Lakelands Primary School?"

Q3. "Could you explain your 
response to Q2?"

Prospective Parent/carer child starting in Reception Sept 2020 Having a school within walking distance of my 
home

Yes I am happy and have been fully 
informed by the people from the 
Chelmsford Learning Partnership

Prospective Parent/carer child starting in Reception Sept 2020 Local school witinh walking distance Yes Excellent opportunity for the local 
community   

Prospective Parent/carer child starting in Reception Sept 2020 For the school to be fully accessible for our 
daughter to be able to care for her needs

Yes Need to open the school

Prospective Parent/carer child starting in Reception Sept 2020 Daughter's first year at school and would be nice 
for her to go somewhere she is familiar with and 
it's nice that it's close to be able to walk to school 
with her

Yes It is a great opportunity for our 
children and staff joining the 
school

Prospective Parent/carer child starting in Reception Sept 2020 It will be ready.  We are very excited and feel 
priveleged that a brand new school will open our 
doorstep - fantastic opportunity for the 
community and all new home owners

Yes So it can open on time and we 
have our new school

Prospective Parent/carer child starting in Reception Sept 2020 Accessible                                                    
Staffing                                                           
Support                                                         
Learning Outcomes

Yes The community will benefit from 
the school

Prospective Parent/carer child starting in Reception Sept 2020 Breakfast and afternoon clubs.  Parking for drop 
off/pick up at peak times

Yes

Prospective Parent/carer child starting in Reception Sept 2020 It has a lot to offer such as breakfast/after 
school clubs, designated rooms for 
interventions, all weather pitch.  Its close links to 
the community

Yes With 2 big developments being 
built around the area it is well 
needed with the extra families in 
the area 

Prospective Parent/carer child starting in Reception Sept 2020 Quality of teaching and focus on children's 
individual needs

Unknown

Prospective Parent/carer child starting in Reception Sept 2020 Community school and closeness Yes Believe CLP will be a grat asset to 
the local area

Prospective Parent/carer child starting in Reception Sept 2020 Good local school for my daughter Yes Lots of new houses need for new 
school

Prospective Parent/carer child starting in Reception Sept 2020 Locality to our home.  Suitable for our 
children and their needs

Yes We need more local schools

Prospective Parent/carer child starting in Reception Sept 2020 The education structure/framework and facilities yes The area is in need of additional 
school place, the plans and 
location are ideal for the local 
development

Prospective Parent/carer child starting in Reception Sept 2020 Yes I believe this school would be a 
great asset to the Stanway 
Community and would love for the 
school to open

Prospective Parent/carer child starting in Reception Sept 2020 Knowing that our child is cared for and treated 
equally

Yes It is needed to support the growth 
in housing in the local area 

Prospective Parent/carer child starting in Reception Sept 2020 A local community based ethos Yes
Prospective Parent/carer child starting in Reception Sept 2020 Locality.  A school that is in walking distance for 

us.  Facilities
yes Due to the vast amount of new 

homes being built in the area
Prospective Parent/carer child starting in Reception Sept 2020 Its close to my house, walking distance Yes We need a school in the 

Lakelands area
Prospective Parent/carer child starting in Reception Sept 2020 Close to home, positive mind Yes New estates being built and not 

enough spaces for children
Prospective Parent/carer child starting in Reception Sept 2020 How the children are treated and delivered their 

education during the first couple of years
Yes A huge demand in the ara for 

Lakelands.  Impressed so far with 
the plans fromCLP

Prospective Parent/carer child starting in Reception Sept 2020 Proximety of the school to home.  Being part of 
the local community

Yes Shortages of school places due to 
large amount of building in the 
area.

Prospective Parent/carer child starting in Reception Sept 2020 Accessible, community, closer to our home yes
Prospective Parent/carer child starting in Reception Sept 2020 Meeting with staff/Headteacher                     

Physical viewing of school
yes Stanway is growing (fast) 

community in need of these 
resources

Prospective Parent/carer child starting in Reception Sept 2020 To allow more places in the area and less 
crowding in the classrooms

Yes

Prospective Parent/carer child starting in Reception Sept 2020 Wraparound care as we both work full-time.  
Excellent facilities

yes Need more primary places

Prospective Parent/carer child starting in Reception Sept 2020 Children being supported, happy and individual 
needs met

 - 

Prospective Parent/carer child starting in Reception Sept 2020 A local primary school yes  - 
Prospective Parent/carer child starting in Reception Sept 2020 That the building is finished, staff have formed a 

team
Yes So that it opens

Prospective Parent/carer child starting in Reception Sept 2020 Extra school places - supporting the demand of 
the area

Yes To support the local community 
and ensure that suitable 
provisions and facilities are 
available

Prospective Parent/carer child starting in Reception Sept 2020 That it opens on time/appropriately resources 
and a welcome place for the children

Yes Because they have a vision to 
deliver the school to the 
community

Prospective Parent/carer child starting in Reception Sept 2020 The distance from our home to the school - it will 
enable us to walk instead of driving

yes

Prospective Parent/carer child starting in Reception Sept 2020 Academic attainment in a nurturing environment Yes Stanway needs new provision for 
school places due to the housing 
development
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APPENDIX B: Lakelands information leaflet 
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APPENDIX C: Lakelands information pack 
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